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A Commercial
Scrap?

During the course of our site visits we
frequently come across boiler installations
where the technology is old, inefficient and is
costing a fortune to maintain. In many cases the
investor can’t commit to a complete
replacement, yet is under pressure to reduce
fuel consumption. If, as an industry, we were to
identify and tackle these boiler installations
where plant is more than 10 years old, then
substantial carbon savings could be made, just
by bringing them up to current standards.

In this bulletin we talk about the feasibility of a
Boiler Scrappage Scheme for the commercial
sector and how by giving businesses a push in
the right direction with a cash incentive to
replace their old boilers,
the potential impact on
carbon reduction would be
enormous.

Richard Evans
Director of Sales, Buderus
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UP ON THE ROOF

Chartist House, Cheshire

Belfry Maintenance of Warrington have
taken a novel approach in designing a
new heating system for a 16-storey
apartment block for New Charter
Housing Trust in Cheshire.

The building contains 93 flats each with
individual hot water cylinders and boilers,
which had become increasingly inefficient
since they were originally installed in
1993. With efficiency now a key factor,
and anticipating forthcoming HSE
legislation to prohibit the installation of
individual gas appliances in high rise
buildings, an 8-boiler Buderus cascade
system was specified to provide a
centralised district heating and hot water
scheme, together with 20 Buderus solar
panels and, for each flat, an individual
compact heat distribution unit.

Having established the preferred
replacement system, the next problem
was where to put it. The 1970’s building

had no provision for a basement boiler room, so
the next best option was the roof.

A specialist metal pod was ordered and fitted out
with a cascade of eight Buderus GB162 100kW
condensing boilers installed in a space saving 4x4
configuration, occupying just 2m2 of floor area.

Keith Rimmer of Belfry Maintenance says “We
chose the Buderus system because it has proved
very reliable on previous installations we have
carried out and because it is especially easy to
maintain. The Housing Trust specifically requested
a high efficiency system to minimise carbon
emissions and to keep fuel bills as low as
possible. The Buderus cascade modulates down
to just 19kW and is programmed to operate at
maximum efficiency at all times, so we expect
very significant cost savings from the new heating
system. The solar plant is designed to provide the
majority of the domestic hot water requirement
for up to 50% of the year. All in all it is a very
efficient system indeed.”
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